MICHIGAN’S GREAT START READINESS PROGRAM:
NEW EVIDENCE OF IMPACT

v’ Great Start Readiness Program showed significant impact on increasing
at-risk preschool children’s early literacy and math skills.’

A rigorous evaluation using Regression Discontinuity Design” showed that children who participated in
GSRP scored significantly higher on early literacy and math assessments than children in the comparison

group.

v’ Great Start Readiness Program reduced the achievement gap in early
literacy between higher and lower risk preschool children.’

Children who were identified as having higher risks scored lower at program entry and gained more in
early literacy scores (i.e., in relative standings in comparison to national standards) than children who had

lower risk. *
Preliminary data’ show children with higher risks scored lower at program entry and gained more in

early math skills, as well. In the context of the growing body of research indicating math is a strong
predictor for later school success’, the GSRP results for math are especially promising.

Figure 1: GSRP Reduces Achievement Gaps in Early Literacy for Higher Risk Children’
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